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MODERN GREEK VERBS

(without much grammatical jargon)

Verbs are words describing actions. Modern Greek verbs are divided into two main categories:

A) verbs ending in —w

B) verbs ending in —pai

A) — W verbs are further divided into 3 subcategories (call them ‘omega 3’ and think of them as being very

‘healthy’ for one to learn!):

1) verbs ending in consonant + W : e.g. BéAw, &épw, katahaBaivw, kabapilw

2) verbs ending in vowel + w), most of them ending in & + W: e.g. HIAGw, YeAGW,

Tpayouddw, popaw, TTovaw (kAaiw, @Taiw, Aéw, akolw, EUTTVEW)

3) verbs having the stress on the last syllable — W e.g. {w, PTTOPW, 0BNYW, TOAAITTWPW,
aTTOpPW, AdINPOPW, TINWPW, AVNOUXW

Verb endings indicate the person responsible for the action of the verb and as a result the

speaker/writer of M. Greek does not have to provide the name of the person responsible for the
action or even a personal pronoun in his or her place. Verb endings are standardized and have
the following form:

verbs ending in consonant

verbs ending in vowel +

verbs having the stress on the

last syllable — W

Tw W

BEAW -w TTOVAW -aw MTTOPW -W
BEAEIC -€1G TTOVAG -dg MTTOPEIG -€ig
BENE -€l TTOVAEl -AeEl MTTOPEI -€i
BéNoupe -OUME TTOVAUE -AME MTTOpOUE | -oUpE
BENETE -ETE TTOVATE -ATE MTTOPEITE -EiTE
BéAouv -ouV (g) TTovav -av (€) MTTOpOUV | -0UV (g)
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B) verbs ending in =M1 could be classified as verbs describing:

1. EMOTIONS

Xaipopai: to be glad

Autrdpuai: to be sorry

®opdapai: to be afraid

Aic@dvopai: to feel

Ntpétropai: to feel shame, to be embarrassed

ZaAigopai: to feel dizzy

2. BRAIN ACTIVITY

Oupdpai: to remember
Pavragopai: to imagine
Ovelpegvopai: to dream
Tké@Topai: to think

A@aipoupai: to get lost in daydreaming, to get distracted

3. STATIVE VERBS
(indicating the state

the body is in)

oTékopal: to stand
KAdBopai: to sit
onkwvopai: to stand up
épxouai: to come
Bpiokoual: to be
Koupddopai: to get tired

gekoupdadopai: to relax

4. REFLEXIVE
VERBS
(things | do to

myself)

TAévw Ta MATA / TTAévopal: to wash myself

KaBapitw To oTiTl / KaBapifopai: to clean myself

ypdow éva BiBAio / ypdgopal ato KoAAEyIO: to register myself
vTOvVWw Ta TTa1dI& / viovopal: to dress myself

yupvalw abAnTtég / yupvadopai: to train myself, to work out
aoxoAoupai: to keep myself busy

gpyadopai: to employ myself, to work

SiopBwvopar: to correct myself

evdiagpépopai: | find myself interested in
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B) —Mdl verbs are divided into 4 subcategories:

1) verbs ending in =OMAI : xaipoyal, Epxopal, Bpiokoual

2) verbs ending in -dudl : Autt@puai, Bupdpal, Koigaual

3) verbs ending in -Iéudl : KpaTiEal, yeAiEual, yapyahiEuai

4) verbs ending in -oﬁuou : agxoAouuai, airoUpal, Bewpoual

Verb endings indicate the person responsible for the action of the verb and as a result the
speaker/writer of M. Greek does not have to provide the name of the person responsible for the
action or even a personal pronoun in his or her place. Verb endings are standardized and have

the following form:

verbs ending in

verbs ending in

xaipouai -oMal KoluGpal -Adpai
Xaipeoai -goal Koludoai -doal
xaipetai -€T0I KoluaTal -aTal
Xa1pbuooTeE -OpaoTe KOINOPOOTE -6paoTe

XaipooaoTe/XaipeoTe

-0000TE/-€0TE

KolgooaoTe/KoIpdoTe

-0000TE/-A0TE

xaipovrai -ovTal KolgouvTal -ouvTal
verbs ending in verbs ending in

BapiEpai -1€pal Bewpolual -oUpal
Bapiéoal -1I€cal Bewpeioal -gical
BapiEtal -1€Tal Bewpeital -gital
BapiduacTe -IOMOOTE BewpoluaoTe -oUlaOoTE
BapidoaoTe/PapiécTte | -I0CAOTE/-IECTE BewpeioTe -gioTe
BapiolvTai -loUvTal BewpouvTal -ouvTal
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General note on verbs

A number of Tenses are formed after the stem (root) of the verb in the Present Tense. These
Tenses are called here ‘Continuous’ (others call them ‘Imperfective’) and characteristically
leave the action of the verb open in time, incomplete, repeated constantly or simply going on
forever and ever. Such Tenses are the Future Cont., Subjunctive Cont., Continuous Negative
Command and Past Continuous (also called Past Progressive or Imperfect by some grammar
books).

Another number of Tenses are formed after the stem (root) of the verb in the Past Tense. They
are called ‘Simple’ or ‘Perfective’ Tenses and describe the action of the verb as one to be
completed once or during a specific (restricted, limited) time. Such Tenses are the Future
Simple, Subjunctive Simple, Simple Command and Simple Negative Command. The form of the
Present Perfect Tense is also based on the stem of the Past Tense and indicates an action that
has been completed in the past but its effects are still visible or hold true in the Present.

A.—W verbs

A1. Regular verbs

Mafaivw | pabaivw Present "EpaBa £uaba Simple
Past
MaBaiv - | Ba pabaivw Fut. Cont. Mao- 6a pabw Fut. Simple
va Jabaivw Subj. Cont. va Jabw Subj.
Simpl.
pnv paBaivelg | Neg. Comm. pNVv pédeig Neg.
Comm.
pdBaiva Past EXW MABEI Pres.
Cont./Progr. Perfect
Imperfect
gixa pdoel Past
Perfect
MdaBaive, Command Md&Oe, Simp.
poBaiveTe paBeTE Comm.
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A2. Irregular verbs
BAéTTw | BAETTW Present gida €ida Simple
Past
BAeT - | Oa BAETTW Fut. Cont. o- Ba dw Fut. Simple
va BAETTW Subj. Cont. va dw Subj.
Simpl.
HNV BAETTEIG Neg. Comm. MNV BEIg Neg.
Comm.
€-BAetT-a Past Exw Oel Pres.
Cont./Progr. Perfect
Imperfect
gixa o¢l Past
Perfect
BAETTe, BAETTETE Command Agg, déoTe Simp.
Comm.
B.—MalI verbs
NTUvopal | viivoual Present NTUBNnKa vTUBnKa Simple Past
VTUV- Ba vrovouai Fut. Cont. VTUB- Ba vTubw Fut. Simple
va vruvopal Subj. Cont. va viubw Subj. Simpl.
pnv vioveoar | Neg. Comm. MNVv vTuBEicg Neg. Comm.
VTUV-OHOUV Past Cont. €Xw VTUBEi Pres.
Perfect
Imperfect
gixa vTuBei Past Perfect
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KOIJGHaI | KOIUApal Present KoluAbnka | KoiuAdnka Simple Past
KOIW- Ba Koludpuai Fut. Cont. KOIUNO- Ba Kolunbw Fut. Simple
va Kolpaual Subj. Cont. va Kolunéw Subj. Simpl.
pnv koipdoar | Neg. Comm. pnVv koiunBeic | Neg. Comm.
KOI-OouV Past Cont./ éXw KoiunBei | Pres.
Perfect
Imperfect
gixa koiunBei | Past Perfect
Bapigpan | Bapiépal Present Bapébnka | BapédBnka Simple Past
Bap- Ba Bapiépal Fut. Cont. Bapeb- Ba Bapebw Fut. Simple
va Bapiéual Subj. Cont. va Bapebw Subj. Simpl.
pnv Bapiéoar | Neg. Comm. pnv Bapebeic | Neg. Comm.
Bap-16pouv Past EXw BapeBei Pres.
Cont./Progr. Perfect
Imperfect
gixa BapeOei Past Perfect
aoxoAoUpal | acXoAoUpal Present aoxoAnénka | aoxoAAbnka Simple Past
QAOXOA- Ba aoxoAoupuar | Fut. Cont. aoX0oAno6- 6a aoxoAnbw | Fut. Simple
va aoxoAoupal | Subj. Cont. va aoxoAnBw | Subj. Simpl.
unv aoxoAgicar | Neg. Comm. pnv Neg. Comm.
aoXoAnOeig
aoxoA-16pouv | Past Cont EXw Pres. Perf.
aoxoAnOei
Imperfect
gixa Past Perfect
aoXoAnOei




